
1 

Friends of Dartmouth Park 

  Patron: William, 10th Earl of Dartmouth 

Newsletter 

Issue 35 

February 2014 

Contents: 
 
Page 1 Membership Renewal 
  Annual General Meeting 
  New Bandstand and Shelter 
Page 2 Water Feature 
  Rare sighting on Swan Pool 
  Dog Fouling Campaign 
  WW1 Commemoration 
Page 3 Sandwell Leisure Trust 
  Veolia Trust 
  New bedding in the Park  
Page 4 The Midland Air Race 1913 
 

Roger Stopford 

Chairman 

Sue Slater 

Vice Chair 

Annette Welch 

Treasurer 

Carol Hartill 

Secretary 

Betty Finney Margaret Geddes Pauline Lawley Yvonne Hayward 

Nigel Slater Mandy Timms 

Membership 

Secretary 

Mark Barrett 

Social Historian 

Wendy Bodenham 

Minute Secretary 

Website: www.friendsofdartmouthpark.org.uk 

 

Editor: Carol Hartill, Secretary of the Friends of Dartmouth Park  
c/o Reform Street Lodge, Dartmouth Park, West Bromwich, B71 4AS 

Tel: 0121 588 4747, e-mail: carolh.fodp@btinternet.com     

 

Membership Renewal Annual General Meeting 
2-4pm Wednesday 26 March 2014 
Venue: ‘Blind Dave’ Heeley Events 
Room in Dartmouth Park Pavilion 

Following the business of the AGM  
PC Louise Carter and PCSO Marina Walton  

will give a short talk with a Q&A,  
and Keith Hodgkins will present: 

'A Nostalgic Tour of Old West Bromwich' 
We look forward to seeing you on the 26 March. 

Refreshments will be provided 

When the Friends of Dartmouth Park was formally set up in 
2008 the minimum donation for membership was set at £3 
and we have not raised this amount since then.  However, 
this year we wish to increase the minimum donation to 
£3.50, and we hope this is acceptable to you our members.  
Many of you very kindly send a larger donation for which we 
are very grateful.  The renewal form is enclosed with this 
newsletter and you can either send the form and your 
membership fee to Membership Secretary, Mandy Timms, 
at the address on the form, or renew at our AGM on 26 
March. 

 

Dartmouth Park is to have  a Victorian Band Stand and also a Shelter 
overlooking the Lower Pool 

Project Manager, John R Satchwell, has given us the great news that the Park is going to have a Band Stand, which 
should be in situ for the grand opening of the restored Park later this year.  The Lottery have always been keen to put a 
Victorian Band Stand close to the Pavilion where it was originally sited when the Park opened in 1878 and we are 
delighted that funding has been found to follow through with this idea.   
 
We are also going to have a Shelter overlooking the Lower Pool on the mound that once held a beautiful building, but 
which was replaced with a concrete structure that attracted anti-social behaviour and was demolished.  The new 
structure will provide cover but be of an open design. 
 
Images of the original Victorian Band Stand and Victorian Shelter below.  The Shelter was known by local lads as the 
Monkey House, because it was used as a climbing frame.  

http://www.friendsofdartmouthpark.org.uk
mailto:carolh.fodp@btinternet.com
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Rare sighting on Swan Pool 

Seumas Kelly was in Sandwell Valley recently and 
saw a rare sight in the UK. It was a Great Northern 
Diver, (also known as the Great Northern Loon in 
North America, and with the Latin name 'Gavia immer') 
on Swan pool.  Word must have spread about this 
unusual visitor because quite a few twitchers have 
appeared hoping to get a sighting of the Great 
Northern Diver. It's a winter visitor from Iceland and 
only about 2,600 come to the UK, so it's quite rare. 

Seumas has captured a lovely photograph of this 
special visitor to Sandwell Valley. 

Work to start soon on the Water Feature in the Children’s Play Area 

Construction work is due to start shortly on 
the New Water Play Area in Dartmouth 
Park.  The £150k scheme will be opened 
during the Spring.  It features water jets, 
sprays and a host of features that can be 
used during the spring and summer 
months.  However, it will also have 
features that can be used throughout the 

year such as water tables and troughs. 

This amenity will be situated in the area 
that at present has the toddler play area 

inside the railings.   

Fingers-crossed for a great summer so 
that children can get full enjoyment from 

this wonderful new feature in the Park.  

Sandwell Launching Hard-Hitting Dog Fouling Poster Campaign 

We're lucky in Dartmouth Park to have mostly responsible dog owners using its open 
spaces to exercise their pets. However, not all dog owners are as considerate and 
this has led to Sandwell launching a campaign backed by tough enforcement and 
education – with council wardens having issued more than eighty £75 fines in recent 
months and handed out thousands of dog mess bags. 

Council leader Councillor Darren Cooper said: “All the feedback we get from people 
in Sandwell shows that dog mess is a real concern. For many it's the number one 
priority problem they keep reporting to us. 

“It's a public health hazard – especially for children and young people who play in our 
parks and open spaces. It looks horrible, it gets stuck on your shoes and it costs 
council taxpayers' money to clean up.  It’s something that really annoys the vast 
majority of responsible dog owners as well as others who tread in it.” 

All dog owners have to do to get dog bags is fill in the online form at: 
www.sandwell.gov.uk/dogbags or call 0121 569 6889 (answer phone available). 

Mark Barrett has been researching the history of the Park’s War Memorial and  has uncovered 
some very interesting facts.  It is proposed to eventually produce a book to record the 
Memorial’s history to commemorate WW1 and we would also like to include the stories of West 
Bromwich’s brave men who fought in this War, many of them under the leadership of Viscount 
Lewisham in the Staffordshire Yeomanry.  If you have a story of someone in your family that you 
would like to share please get in touch with Carol by telephone or e-mail (details on front of 
newsletter). 

Dartmouth Park’s War Memorial has a fascinating history 
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Work in progress on some exciting new designs for the flower beds in the Park 

The plan right is taken from the 1882 Map which is displayed in 
the Park's Pavilion, and shows the triangular bed at the bottom 
of the Avenue. It was decided to use this design for the new 
planting and the gardeners have been busy planting hundreds 
of box trees into the triangle. When these have established 
themselves they will be shaped and in the spring hundreds of 
tulips will give lots of colour to the design. 
  
The flower beds at the top of the Avenue are also being planted 
with box. We’re going to have some stunning parterre beds in 
the Park when planting is finalised. 
 
It is also proposed that the Avenue is planted with a colourful  
herbaceous border.   

Sandwell Leisure Trust to provide  

activities in Dartmouth Park 

Sandwell Leisure Trust will be running two sessions of 
activities a week in Dartmouth Park over the next eight 
weeks. They will start on Tuesday 11 February and 
Saturday 15 February.  The Tuesday session will take 
place from 1.00pm until 2.30pm and the Saturday 
session from 10.30am to 12.00pm. Both sessions will 
centre around the Adizone equipment and are designed 
to be family friendly (particularly the Saturday one). . 

Friends apply for Veolia Trust Funding  

We have applied through the above Trust for funding to 
provide a path to join the existing Sensory Garden to the rose 
beds on the slope below the garden and also for an archway 
at the Pavilion end to define an entrance which will 
compliment the pergola at the other end of the garden.  We 
need the support of you our members for this initiative, which 
we believe will be an improvement, in particular, for disabled 
people to view the roses that were mostly funded by 
yourselves.  The photograph below shows the rose beds on 
the slope and the archway will be positioned close to the 
musical instruments. 
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The Midlands Air Race of 1913 

by Mark Barrett 

In the years before the First World War all sorts of new and exciting inventions were being unveiled including, of course, 
the first aeroplanes. It was in 1903 that the Wright brothers made their first powered flight and barely 10 years later 

planes were not only flying over the Midland Counties of Great Britain, but racing each other too.  

Some of the early pilots realised that there was such an interest in their “flying machines” that it could be turned into a 
money making venture. Publicity hungry national and local newspapers got in on the act too. And so it was that in 
August  of 1913 Messrs B C Hucks and Gustav Hamel contracted to race each other on a circuit around Birmingham – 

for “a stake of £500 a side, and the Birmingham Daily Post trophy.” 

The race took place on the 30th August and when the West Midlands Chronicle advertised a Musical Festival to be held 

in Dartmouth Park on that same day a sentence was added as follows:  

“It is interesting to note that visitors to the Park on this occasion will have another attraction, in being able, it is 
expected, to obtain a good view of the competitors in the Midland Flying Race, who will pass over West 

Bromwich on Saturday afternoon.”   

Next time you are in the Park remember to look up and imagine the wonderment people must have felt seeing a plane 

passing overhead for possibly the very first time. 

       

The distance of the race was 70 miles. Both planes were single-winged, with Hamel flying a plane made by the Bleriot 
company and Hucks also in a French machine from Morane-Saulnier, The race started and finished at the Tally Ho 
Grounds in Edgbaston with the planes landing and taking off 5 times en route. These stopping-off points were at 
Redditch, Coventry, Nuneaton, Drayton Manor, and Walsall and it was here that significant money was to be made. 
There was a 30 minute stop at each location—where thousands of spectators paid to get up “close and personal” with 

both the planes and the pilots. 

Edgbaston was, not surprisingly, by far the most popular venue. There were estimated to be some 30,000 spectators 
there and it was only with the utmost difficulty that the traffic could be controlled. It was reported that the crush could 

only be paralleled “at the Crystal Palace on Cup Final day.” 

As can be seen from the map above left it was on the last leg between Walsall and Edgbaston that the planes flew close 
to Dartmouth Park and this would surely have added to the excitement. The lead had changed hands during the course 
of the race and on this last leg there was just a 20 second difference between the intrepid flyers. In the end it was 

Hamel, photograph above right, who touched down first to take the prize money and the Cup.   


